
ANSWER KEY: ENGLISH Sample Paper  - HSLC 2026 

SECTION – A (MCQ Solutions) 

(1 Mark each) 

1. (C) God 

2. (C) Keep Lencho’s faith in God alive 

3. (A) Racial domination against the dark-skinned people (Apartheid) 

4. (B) The triumph over it 

5. (C) Rainforests and spices 

6. (B) China 

7. (B) A detective book 

8. (B) Standing in the front doorway of her house 

9. (C) Jolly 

10. (C) The brilliant stars 

11. (B) John Berryman 

12. (C) Bite her nails 

13. (B) Sins 

14. (A) Ink 

15. (B) A secret agent/spy 

16. (B) Rare and expensive books 

17. (A) Lawless 

18. (B) Oliver Lutkins 

19. (B) an (because 'honor' starts with a vowel sound) 

20. (C) to 

21. (B) of (used when the material doesn't change its nature) 

22. (C) I have been writing a letter for an hour. 

23. (B) It has been raining since morning. 

24. (B) Slavery 

25. (B) A swarm of insects 

 
SECTION – B (Descriptive Answers) 

(Value Points for 2 Mark Questions) 

46. Lencho went out not to look for something, but to have the pleasure of feeling the rain on his body. 

He was very excited about the rain as it promised a good harvest. 

47. Nelson Mandela mentions two obligations: 

1. Obligation to his family, parents, wife, and children. 

2. Obligation to his people, his community, and his country. 

48. (Any one) 

AllJobAssam.com



 Chinese Legend: An emperor always boiled water. Once, leaves from twigs burning under the 
pot fell into the water, giving it a delicious flavor. 

 Indian Legend: Bodhidharma, a Buddhist ascetic, cut off his eyelids because he felt sleepy 

during meditations. Ten tea plants grew out of the eyelids. 

49. Coorg consists of sprawling coffee estates. The air there is so filled with the strong fragrance of coffee 

that the author says the air "breathes" of it. 

50. Valli saw a young cow running very fast in the middle of the road, right in front of the bus. The more 

the driver honked, the more frightened the animal became and galloped faster with its tail high in the air. 

This sight made Valli laugh. 

51. The poet says "I would not intrude on him" because he wants the boy to learn the lesson of loss on his 

own. Buying a new ball (a dime) or offering sympathy would not teach him the responsibility of owning 

and losing things. 

52. The tiger walks in his quiet rage. He walks on his pads of velvet which makes no noise. He can only 

take a few steps because he is locked in a small concrete cell/cage. 

53. Amanda wishes to be Rapunzel because she wants to live a peaceful life in a tall tower where no one 

can enter. She wants to be alone and away from her mother's constant nagging. 

54. 

1. Animals do not sweat and whine about their condition. 

2. They do not lie awake in the dark and weep for their sins. 

3. They do not kneel to another of their kind (no social hierarchy). 

55. When the pirate entered with pistols, all the other pets fled in fear. However, Custard jumped up, 

snorted like an engine, clashed his tail, and swallowed the pirate whole. 

 
SECTION – C (Supplementary Reader) 

(Value Points for 4 Mark Questions) 

56. Character Sketch of Ausable: 

 Appearance: He was very fat and did not look like a stereotypical secret agent (unlike James 

Bond figures). He spoke with an American accent. 

 Qualities: He was very sharp, quick-witted, and calm under pressure. 

 Action: When Max threatened him with a pistol, Ausable didn't use a weapon. He used his mind. 

He fabricated a story about a "balcony" and the "police," tricking Max into jumping out of the 
window to his death. 

o OR (Horace Danby): Horace was a meticulous planner who robbed one safe a year to 

buy rare books. He was tricked by the lady in red because she acted with confidence, 

pretending to be the wife of the owner. Horace, frightened of going to prison, opened the 

safe for her without gloves, leaving his fingerprints. 
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57. Griffin as a Lawless Person: 

 Griffin was a brilliant scientist but used his discovery for bad purposes. 

 He set fire to his landlord’s house in revenge. 

 He stole clothes and food from a London store. 

 He attacked a shopkeeper at Drury Lane and stole his money. 

 He hit the policeman (Jaffers) and escaped. 

o OR (The Hack Driver): The hack driver was Oliver Lutkins himself. He introduced 

himself as Bill. He took the lawyer to various places (Fritz’s, Gustaff’s, etc.) pretending 

to look for Lutkins. He charged the lawyer money for the ride and made the lawyer a 

laughing stock by fooling him the entire day. 

 
SECTION – D (Composition) 

58. Essay / Story: 

 Essay: Format (Title + Introduction + Body Paragraphs + Conclusion). 

o Example (Bihu): Mention the three Bihus (Rongali, Kongali, Bhogali), how they are 

celebrated, traditional food (Pitha, Laru), and its significance to agriculture. 

 Story: 

o Title: The Greedy Dog / The Dog and the Shadow. 

o Moral: Greed leads to loss. 

59. Letter / Report: 

 Letter to Editor: 

o Sender's Address, Date. 

o Receiver's Designation (The Editor), Address. 

o Subject: Complaint regarding frequent load-shedding. 

o Body: Highlight the problem (exams near, water supply affected, heat) and request 

authorities to take action. 

o Subscription: Yours truly/faithfully, [Name]. 

 Report: 

o Title: World Environment Day Celebrated at [School Name]. 

o Byline: By a Student Reporter / [Name]. 

o Place and Date. 

o Body: Mention the date, guests, tree plantation drive, speeches given by the principal, and 
cultural programs. 

 
SECTION – E (Grammar & Translation) 

60. Translation: 

 (a) Always speak the truth. 

 (b) He did not come to school yesterday. 
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 (c) Can you drive a car? 

61. Tense Correction: 

 (a) If it rains, I shall not go / will not go to school. (First Conditional) 

 (b) The patient had died before the doctor reached. (Past Perfect for the first action) 

62. Narration Change: 

 (a) The teacher advised me not to waste my time. (OR: The teacher forbade me to waste my 

time.) 

 (b) He asked me where I lived. (Note: 'lived' is past tense). 

63. Transformation: 

 (a) He is so weak that he cannot walk. 

 (b) By whom was the Ramayana written? 
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