
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2026 THE ASSAM TRIBUNE, GUWAHATI  5GUWAHATI

DIPR/D/AT/1026/12-Aug-26

App launched for easier access
to women-centric services

Video
journalist
found dead

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Aug 11: A
young video journalist was
found dead under mysterious
circumstances at his rented
house in the Hatigaon area
here on Tuesday morning.

Police have launched an
investigation to ascertain the
causes and circumstances
leading to the incident.

The deceased has been
identified as Dipu Choudhury,
who was working as a video
journalist with a private sat-
ellite news channel. His body
was recovered from a rent-
ed accommodation at Sewali
Path in Hatigaon.

Police sources said, “On
reaching the spot, we found
dead. Based on our prelim-
inary investigation, it ap-
pears to be a case of suicide.
However, at this moment,
we are not ruling out any-
thing and the exact cause of
death will be known after
post-mortem is completed.”

Man falls from
flyover, injured

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Aug 11: A
man sustained injuries on both
of his legs after reportedly fall-
ing from the Shraddhanjali
Flyover on the RG Baruah
Road on Tuesday afternoon.

According to the Gee-
tanagar police, the injured
man was rushed to the
Gauhati Medical College
and Hospital (GMCH) by lo-
cals for necessary medical
attention while the reason
behind the incident is still
not known.

TEACHERS SUSPEND AGITATION

Govt gives in on SRD
salary issue

Madhabi
Goswami

GUWAHATI, Aug 11: Mad-
habi Goswami, wife of the
Late Trailokya Kumar Gos-
wami and a resident of Gos-
wami House Number 107,
Mother Teresa Road, Gee-
tanagar, died here on Tues-
day. She passed away at
9.30 am at the Gauhati
Medical College and Hos-
pital (GMCH).

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Aug 11: The Gauhati
High Court has directed Guwahati
Municipal Corporation (GMC) to ensure
that slush collected during drain clean-
ing exercise is taken away immediately,
observing that leaving it along roadsides
could result in the material flowing back
into the drains during rain.

The High Court also sought details
from the Assam government on the
long-term flood and waterlogging con-
trol plan prepared by a Netherlands-
based firm for Guwahati.

A Division Bench comprising Chief
Justice Ashutosh Kumar and Justice Arun
Dev Choudhury hearing a PIL on Tues-
day noted that drains often get clogged
shortly after being cleaned because the
slush removed from them is kept by the

Nagarmal
Gupta

GUWAHATI, Aug 11: Na-
garmal Gupta, a social work-
er, passed away at his resi-
dence at Athgaon here on
Tuesday.

He was involved in vari-
ous social activities and
loved by all for his amiable
and helpful nature. He
leaves behind his wife, two
sons, two daughters and a
host of relatives.

His last rites will be per-
formed at Bhootnath crema-
tion ground at 11 am on
Wednesday.

WEATHER
GUWAHATI
Partly cloudy sky with one
or two spells of rain or
t h u n d e r s h o w e r s .
Maximum and minimum
temperatures are most
likely to be 36°C and 26°C
respectively.
TEMPERATURE:
Max 37.4°C
Min 27.6°C

OBITUARY

State Minister for Women and Child Development and Tourism Ajanta Neog launching the ASCW
mobile app, in Guwahati on Tuesday. – UB Photos

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Aug 11:
Women across Assam will
now be able to access infor-
mation, assistance and
grievance-related services
of the Assam State Commis-
sion for Women (ASCW)
through a dedicated mobile
application launched here
today.

The app is aimed at mak-
ing the Commission’s serv-
ices more easily accessible,
particularly by providing a
faster and more convenient
digital channel for women
seeking information on
their rights, welfare meas-
ures and assistance with
grievances.

Women and Child Devel-
opment and Tourism Minis-
ter Ajanta Neog formally
launched the application at
a programme held at the
ASCW conference hall here.

Developed by the ASCW
in collaboration with the Na-

tional Commission for Wom-
en (NCW), the application is
expected to help expand the
Commission’s outreach
across the State and facili-
tate more timely redressal
of grievances.

The Commission said the
digital platform would make
access to its services more
transparent and user-
friendly while strengthen-
ing support mechanisms
available to women.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Women and Child De-
velopment Department,
Mukesh Chandra Sahu and
ASCW Chairperson Angoor-
lata Deka were among
those present at the launch.

Clear slush immediately after
its collection, HC asks GMC

roadside awaiting transportation to dump-
ing grounds. If rain occurs in the mean-
time, the Court observed, the slush can
flow back into the drains.

The Court said municipal authorities
would have to be ‘more careful’ and en-
sure that the slush removed from drains
is immediately taken away and that no
such material is left on the roadside for
later collection.

Advocate General, Assam, Devajit
Saikia informed the Court that he would
take up the matter with the municipal
authorities and ensure that the issue is
seriously addressed by the State ad-
ministration. He also assured that all
necessary measures would be taken to
improve the situation.

The Court also took note of the short-
term measures being taken by the State
to prevent flash flooding in Guwahati.

Senior advocate KN Choudhury, ap-
pearing as amicus curiae, was asked to
suggest further short-term measures that
could be adopted by the State to address
the deteriorating situation. The sugges-
tions are to be submitted before the
Court by way of an affidavit.

On the long-term measures for con-
trolling floods and waterlogging in the
city, the Advocate General informed the
Court that the Netherlands-based firm
had been entrusted with the task of for-
mulating policies and a plan for the pur-
pose and that the firm had submitted
its report.

The Court directed the Advocate Gen-
eral to file an affidavit before the next
date of hearing containing details of the
proposals made by the Netherlands-based
firm, the funding required for the project
and the expected time for its completion.

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Aug 11: In a
major climb-down amid
mounting protests by primary
teachers, the State govern-
ment has decided not to route
the salaries of teachers
regularised under the Special
Recruitment Drive (SRD)
through the SNA-SPARSH
module, prompting the Assam
State Primary Teachers’
Association to suspend its
agitation scheduled to begin
on Wednesday.

The Association, which had
announced an indefinite three-
hour sit-in on every working
day from August 12, has now
kept the agitation in abeyance
till August 25 following
assurances from Education
Minister Dr Ranoj Pegu at a
meeting held on Tuesday.

The dispute had erupted
after changes in the salary
payment mechanism for SRD
teachers triggered apprehen-
sions that their status and
service benefits as regular
government employees could
be affected. The teachers had
particularly objected to being
brought under a payment
mechanism which, they
argued, was meant for
contractual employees.

The issue assumed greater
significance as these teachers
had earlier given up 11 years
of annual increments as part of
the process through which
their services were regular-
ised.

Following the meeting at
Janata Bhawan, Pegu also took
to social media to clarify the
government’s position.

“Today, I held a meeting
with the leaders of the Assam
State Primary Teachers’
Association at Janata Bhawan
and discussed the payment of
salaries to teachers appointed
through the special recruit-
ment process. I informed the
leaders that the Assam
government has already
released the salaries of
teachers who were earlier
contractual employees and

have now been regularised,”
Pegu said.

He further said, “In the
coming days too, teachers
appointed through the SRD
process will regularly receive
their salaries through the
State Treasury system and not
through SNA-SPARSH.”

Pegu also urged the

Association not to believe
rumours and instead resolve
issues concerning teachers
through discussions. He added
that salaries of contractual
teachers under Samagra
Shiksha had also been released
on Tuesday.

According to the Associa-

tion, the Minister also
assured the delegation that
the existing salary head and
salary-disbursing authority
would not be changed, and
directed the Director of
Elementary Education to take
necessary steps to rectify
discrepancies arising out of
the recent salary payment
process.

The School Education
Department secretary, who
was present at the meeting,
assured the teachers that the
provisions of the government
Gazette governing their
service conditions would not
be diluted. The Association
was asked to allow some time
for restoring the salary
payment mechanism to the
regular process.

The latest development
comes after several days of
confrontation between the
teachers and the Education
Department.

The Association also alleged
that salaries were credited to
teachers’ accounts by midnight
on August 10 through the
disputed mechanism despite
their objections.

Following Tuesday’s
meeting, association president
Ratul Chandra Goswami and
general secretary Shailendra
Kalita said the proposed
agitation would remain
suspended till August 25 to
give the government time to
implement its assurances.

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Aug 11: A
special programme titled
‘Namami Bharatam’ was or-
ganised at NEDFi House
here recently by the Vidwat
Parishad of Shishu Shiksha
Samiti, Assam, to commem-
orate 150 years of Vande
Mataram.

The programme brought
together academicians in-
cluding university and col-
lege professors, research-
ers and students from the
fields of education, litera-
ture, STEM, and intellectu-
al discourse, giving the
event wider significance.

The programme began
with the lighting of the cer-
emonial lamp before God-
dess Saraswati, followed by
Saraswati Vandana.

Akhil Bharatiya Upad-
hyaksh of Vidya Bharati,
Avneesh Bhatnagar, was
the chief speaker at the pro-
gramme. Shishu Shiksha
Samiti Assam president
Kulendra Kumar Bhagawa-
ti presided over the event.

Dr RP Tiwari, Vice-Chan-
cellor of Pragjyotishpur Uni-
versity, was the chief guest,
while Dr Milan Rani Jama-
tia, Kshetriya Pramukh of
Vidwat Parishad, was also
present on the dais.

Explaining the objective
of the programme, Dr Ee-
shankur Saikia, Prant Pra-
mukh of Vidwat Parishad
Uttar Assam, said ‘Namami
Bharatam’ seeks to create
meaningful social dialogue
on issues connected with
Bharat’s cultural, historical
and national consciousness
and strengthen the sense of
nationhood among the
younger generation.

Chief guest Dr Tiwari
highlighted the historical
significance of ‘Vande Mata-
ram’, saying the song had
served as a powerful medi-
um for inspiring self-confi-
dence, sacrifice and patriot-
ism among the people dur-
ing the freedom movement.

Chief speaker Avneesh
Bhatnagar spoke at length
about the background of the
composition of ‘Vande Mata-

ram’, its literary signifi-
cance and its role in India’s
freedom movement.

He said Vande Mataram
was not merely a song but a
powerful expression of
Bharat’s national conscious-
ness. Despite debates and
discussions surrounding the
song at different points of
time, its core ideas of devo-
tion to the motherland, cul-
tural pride and national uni-
ty remained deeply embed-
ded in it, he said.

Academicians and stu-
dents also shared their
views on the historical leg-
acy and contemporary rel-
evance of Vande Mataram.
Speakers emphasised the
need to strengthen value-
based national education
and promote the Indian
knowledge tradition.

The programme, con-
ducted by Arup Buragohain,
Pradhanacharya of Shank-
ardev Shishu Niketan, Biru-
bari, concluded with the
National Anthem, after vote
of thanks from Hiten Gos-
wami, Raajyik Sanjojak.

Discourse on Vande Mataram

AI startup provides free access to
study platform for flood-hit students

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Aug 11: Af-
ter the Assam-based AI star-
tup MountKan announced
free unlimited premium ac-
cess to its AI-powered study
platform – Study Mitra – for
flood-affected students of
Classes I to X for the current
academic year, around 1,200
students from flood-affected
villages have registered on
the platform.

The initiative, launched
earlier this month, aimed to
support students whose edu-
cation has been disrupted by
the recent floods, particularly
those who have lost textbooks
and study materials.

Study Mitra is a 24×7 AI-
based learning platform that
helps students understand

lessons, clear doubts, revise
topics and prepare for exam-
inations, while the respons-
es are restricted to pre-
scribed school curriculum.

The platform is available in
Assamese, Bodo, Bengali,

Hindi and English.
Teachers working with

flood-affected students are
also eligible to apply for com-
plimentary premium access.

The initiative was an-
nounced by MountKan co-

founders Shatabdi Borkakati
and Gautom Das, who said
the objective is to ensure that
no child loses an academic
year due to the floods.

Students and teachers can
apply for the free access by
submitting their details to the
company via WhatsApp or
email.

“We hope flood-affected
students can start using the
platform as soon as possible.
The premium version has
been designed to remain ac-
cessible even in difficult con-
ditions. Students can interact
with the AI through SMS on
a basic feature phone, a
smartphone, or even via
WhatsApp, making learning
possible despite connectivi-
ty or bandwidth constraints,”
said Gautom Das.

Pegu also urged
the Association
not to believe
rumours and
instead resolve
issues concerning
teachers through
discussions. He
added that salaries
of contractual
teachers under
Samagra Shiksha
had also been
released on
Tuesday

The platform is
available in
Assamese, Bodo,
Bengali, Hindi
and English
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